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1 Tittle of coalition: 
A Coalition for Food Systems Transformation through Agroecology  

 Main objective of the coalition: 
To implement agroecological and regenerative agriculture approaches, as a key lever to transform food 
systems by operationalizing the 13 principles of agroecology set out in the HLPEi report (which embrace 
the FAO 10 Elements of agroecology adopted by 197 countries).  
 
To apply the agroecological principles globally, supporting local innovation, thereby making a major 
contribution to achieving the SDGs in a holistic, integrated way. This involves four key sub-objectives to: 
• implement the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) policy recommendations on agroecological 

and other innovative approaches; 
• strengthen research and development programs to support agroecological transformation, in 

particular by promoting local innovation, through a transdisciplinary and participatory approach 
involving scientists, farmers, indigenous peoples and other stakeholders within food systems; 

• strengthen the consistency amongst sectoral policies aiming at the agroecological transformation of 
food systems, including agricultural, forestry, fisheries, environmental, water, energy, health and 
trade policies; and,   

• ensure that public and private investments promote the adoption and large-scale implementation of 
agroecological practices. 

 Science based evidence to prioritize this coalition (scientific references): 
Despite a very low level of investment in research on agroecological approachesii, there is mounting 
evidence that they deliver more equitable food security and nutrition while avoiding negative 
environmental impacts of agriculture, while contributing to the restoration of ecosystem services across 
agricultural landscapesiii. This is done through harnessing natural processes such as biological nitrogen 
fixation and recycling in integrated production systems rather than using environmentally disruptive 
chemicals in separated monocultural crop and intensive livestock production systemsiv.  
There is strong empirical evidence of the economic potential of agroecology in Europev. The whole food 
system perspective adopted in agroecology addresses consumption patterns as well as production, 
better connecting producers and consumers and ensuring responsible governance of food systems and 
fair tradevi.  
Agroecology provides both climate change adaptationvii,viii and mitigationix benefits thereby contributing 
to resilience. Global reviews find positive impacts of agroecological transitions on food security and 
nutrition outcomesx and many national and local studies show positive impact on productivity and 
resiliencexi,xii,xiii,xiv. 

 Mechanisms of implementation (Global to National levels): 
The coalition acts through nested scales of implementation – globally (e.g. UN conventions, CFS policy 
recommendations), regionally (e.g. the Great Green Wall Accelerator), nationally (e.g. national 
agroecology policies and strategies), sub-nationally (e.g. state implementation of natural farming in 
Andhra Pradesh) and locally (e.g. actions of civil society partners and local government intitiatives). The 
focus is on supporting local innovation and a national reconfiguration of research and extension systems 
to enable transdisciplinary research. EU-INTPA funds a programme on private sector engagement. Each 
action of the coalition will have an explicit implementation pathway that sets out the nested scale 
arrangements.  
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 Strategic partners (members, private sector, civil society, academia): 

The coalition is gaining partners and commitments at an accelerating pace. Strategic countries 
supporting its development have been Senegal, France, Switzerland, Sri Lanka and Angola while 22 
countries have already joined the coalition. In addition, 31 organizations, including the African Union 
Commission, UN Organizations (UNDP, UNEP, WFP and IFAD), regional and national farmers 
organizations ( e.g. AFA, ROPPA, SYMABIO, CFAP) research organizations (CIFOR-ICRAF, Alliance of 
Bioversity and CIAT, CIRAD, INRAE, etc…) and other organizations (e.g.  Biovision, SOMEXA and 
EcoAgriculture Partners).  

 Monitoring and Evaluation (clear quantifiable indicators and targets linked to SDGs) 
Metrics for economic social and environmental impacts at field, farm, landscape and food system scales 
will be used to monitor performance of actions taken by the coalition and be tracked by the 
Transformative Partnership Platform on Agrorecology (TPP) with dashboards available on their 
webplatform. Combinations of already accepted SDG indicators (such as prevalence of 
undernourishment in relation to agricultural land degraded) will be used to get an immediate handle on 
performance across SDGs.  
The CFS policy recommendations will also be tracked alongside other policy reforms conducive to and 
currently constraining agroecological transition as well as investments consistent with agroecological 
principles. 
Areas of land under agroecological transistion, numbers of people affected and outcome mapping to 
understand behaviour change in the public and private sector will be monitored for each specific action 
taken by the coaltion. 
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