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SUBMITTED BY WORLD FARMERS’ ORGANIZATION
WHAT PROBLEM IS THE SOLUTION TRYING TO ADDRESS?

The solution addresses particularly the problem of food insecurity in arid and semi-arid areas from
a food systemic and holistic approach.

The solution focuses on the impact of sustainable livestock sector to contribute simultaneously to
increase food security and health, reduce environmental impact, enhance communities’ livelihoods,
especially if combined with sustainable forestry and soil management (agroforestry and/or
silvopastoral systems that combine fodder, trees, crops).

WHAT, IN BRIEF, IS THE SOLUTION?

The suggested solution is the adoption of national and international policies to promote the use of
agroforestry systems (including for example silvopastoral systems) to boost the high potential of
sustainable livestock sector and agriculture, towards all the dimensions of resilience.

WHAT WAS/ WERE THE SOURCE(S) FROM WHICH THIS SOLUTION EMERGED?

Eddy Rogerio Mauricio, member of the Global Agenda for Sustainable Livestock (GASL), a
multistakeholder partnership of actors committed to achieve a sustainable livestock sector and boost its
positive impact towards sustainable development and food systems & World Farmers’ Organization

WHY IS ADDRESSING THAT PROBLEM IMPORTANT FOR ACHIEVING THE GOAL OF YOUR WORKING

GROUP?

This solution refers particularly to arid and semi-arid areas.

Being able to combine sustainable animal production with sustainable agricultural practices, through the
adoption of national and international policies that favour sustainability of the sector and make sure
farmers are engaged and benefit from them, will have a positive impact on all the AT5 objectives.

HOW CAN THIS SOLUTION ADDRESS THAT PROBLEM?

This solution is based on the recognition of the multidimensional contribution of sustainable
livestock farming for sustainable development in general, taking into consideration the



multidimensional feature of the agricultural sector and the contribution it can provide in terms of
economic, social and environmental development, through a holistic and pragmatic approach.

WHY DOES THIS SOLUTION ALIGN TO THE DEFINITION AND CRITERIA FOR A ‘GAME CHANGING

SOLUTION’ DEVELOPED BY THE SUMMIT?

This solution can be a game changer because it contributes to the capacity of food systems to deal with
shocks while at the same time increasing food security, contributing to animal, human and environmental
health, increasing local communities’ livelihoods, especially farmers’ livelihoods, make food systems
sustainable and resilient in the short as well as long term, strengthen value chains, it is replicable, it can
have a positive impact on gender and youth empowerment among others.

WHAT IS THE CURRENT AND/OR LIKELY POLITICAL SUPPORT FOR THIS IDEA

Farmers, through their farmers’ organisations, are already working on best practices to increase
sustainability of the livestock sector.

Also, multi-stakeholder partnerships like GASL but also LEAP partnership, are already in place to support
this approach.

ARE THERE CERTAIN CONTEXTS FOR WHICH THIS SOLUTION IS PARTICULARLY WELL SUITED, OR,

CONVERSELY, CONTEXTS FOR WHICH IT IS NOT WELL-SUITED AT ALL.

This solution is particularly addressed to arid and semi-arid areas. However, we actually think it could be
replicated elsewhere, tailored on the local context and making sure farmers first are engaged, together
with all the other actors of the value chain.

WHAT DO YOU THINK ARE THE KEY ACTIONS REQUIRED TO ADDRESS THIS SOLUTION?

Agricultural policies must be repurposed towards social, economic and environmental positive outcomes,
making sure farmers are engaged in the decision-making processes related to agriculture. Farmers are
entrepreneurs, experts, food producers, the first ring of the value chains and end users of such policies,
so they must be engaged and their capacities need to be strengthened if we want food systems to be
effective, inclusive, resilient and sustainable.

We need to make sure the solutions we suggest use a holistic and systemic approach as food systems
are complex mechanisms where all actors and sectors are interconnected, and we must address such
complexity if we want to succeed.

ANY OTHER REMARKS OR COMMENTS YOU WOULD LIKE REFLECTED IN AT5’S REPORT OUT ON ‘GAME

CHANGING’ SOLUTION

The work we are doing to analyse and test these solutions is very important, but it is key to always keep
in mind that we are just making an assessment to provide actors with a toolbox, being then up to them
to select those that can be applied and scaled up within their specific context. Indeed, there is no one
size fits all solution and the shift towards more sustainable and resilient food systems must be conducted
as a bottom up one, starting from the communities on the ground.



